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Fa-Jiim-Ra =, icut/ divide lengthwise, break open, vent,
incline/ decline/ deviate, dawn/ sunrise daybreak, source, abundantly and
suddeniy, ample bounty/ generosity, a place from which water flows. Fujoor:
Immorality, iniquity, depravation, debauchery, dissolution.
Ayn-Shiin-Ra =, /{,to take away a tenth part, make ten by adding one to nine,
be the tenth ashrun/asharun )f.(, asharatun/ashratun )m.:(ten, decade, period

from three to ten. After twenty there is no difference between feminine and
masculine. ashara -to consort, live with, cultivate one's society, become familiar.
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AURANGZAIB YOUSUFZAI
Thematic Quranic Translation Series
Chapter Al-Fajr (89)
PREAMBLE

This Chapter of Quran is narrated in a highly symbolic and metaphoric prose in its
beginning. Admittedly, it is too difficult to discern what God meant by certain single
words or pairs of words and by some other very brief sentences. That's why it is
generally noticed that, as yet, no learned translator has attempted a translation
without adding therein some of his own personal concepts or explanatory remarks,
or some background information, or some kind of tentative or supposed
perspective. However, the fact remains that God’s Word may not be infiltrated by
any amount of human input in the process of translation into another language, be
it for the sake of explanation, or on the pretext of clarification. It is tantamount to
ruining its purity and originality, in definite terms. Human intervention is a sacrilege
and a crime as it may distort the form and the content of the divine text which
claims to have descended in fully explicit and detailed form. But, at the same time,
another big group of traditionist translators who did not resort to insert their own
additions, have miserably failed to make a head or tale of the divine message being
communicated through these Verses. All of them commonly lack the characteristics
of consistency and coherence in their work. One comes to readily ascertain that
they have intentionally chosen the most commonpiace and literal meanings of
Quran’s metaphoric vocabulary, and thus have left behind a remarkably odd. weird
or ambiguous output. They were obviously directed to render the essence of
Quran in such a bogus, substandard and misconceived form that it must corceal its
true light from the public view. And for the contemporaries, it was an issue of
compulsory concordance with the work of their “Pious elders’!

Accordingly, when we look at God swearing by common or routine static things like
‘dawn” or “day break”, or by some unknown ‘ten nights”, and then bv “odd and
even numbers”, and then by “the night when it spreads”, etc., we are obliged to feel
confronted with some kind of unsolvable puzzles. A highly seasoned and lzarned
exegetist of our times, from Florida, USA, has strived hard to connect these words
with some Pagan Arab rituals of pre-Islamic times to extract some meaningful
substance therefrom, but it was of no avail. No personal conceptual input as a
conjecture is allowed. It is an unalterable rule that Quran must be understood
strictly from Quran’s own words if we want to discover its true light.

A very tiring effort is now made to bring about the elements of reason and
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rationality, and ccrs'siency a~d coherence, in the translation of this Chapter. Tr s
attempt is mace :n strict acherence to this Institution’s mandz*>ry routine of a stric:
and legal translation that does not allow disturbing of the genuineness and purity of
Quran. Let us see whether or not it gives a clearer picture of what Quran wishes to
impart to its readers through this Chapter. Kindly peruse it in comparison with the
traditionist translation also copy/pasted below.

Chapter Al-Fajr (89)
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Transliteration:

“Wal-Fajr; wa layaalin ‘ashrin; wash-shaf| wal-watr; wal-layili izaa yasri. Hal fi
zaalika gasamun li-zee hijrin? Alam tara kayifa fa’ala Rabbuka bi-Aadin; Irama
zaatil-'imaadi, allati lam yukhlaqu mithlu-ha fil-bilaad. Wa Thamood allazina jaaboo
as-sakhra bil-waad; wa firouna zil-autaad, allazina taghaou fil-bilaad,fa aktharoo
fi-haa al-fasaad. Fa-sabba ‘alayi-him Rabbuka sawta ‘azaabin. Inna Rabbaka
la-bilmirsaad. Fa-amma al-insaanu izaa ma abtalaa-hu Rabbu-hu, fakrama-hu wa
n‘amma-hu fa yaqoolu Rabbi akraman. Wa amma izaa ma abtalaa-hu, fa qadara
‘alayi-hi rizga-hu fa-yaqoolu Rabbi ahaanan. Kalla ball aa tukrimoonal-yateem. Wa
la tahaadhdhoona ‘alaa ta’amil-miskeen.Wa ta'kuloona atturaatha akala-al-lammaa.
Wa tuhibboon al-maala hubban jamman. Kalla izaa dukkat-il-Ardhu dakkan dakkan.
Wa jaa’a Rabbuka wal malaku Saffan saffan. Wa jee’a youmfi'izin bi-jahannama
youma'izin yatazakkar-ul-insaanu wa ataa la-hu az-zikraa. Yaqoolu yaa layitani
gaddamtu li-hayati. Fa-youma’izin baa yu’azzibu ‘azaba-hu ahadun. Wa la yuthiqu
wathaga-hu ahadun. Yaa ayyatuhan-Nafsul-mutma’innatu, irj'ee ilaa Rabbi-ki
radhiyatan mardhiyatan. Fa-adkhuli fi ‘ibaadi; wa adkhuli jannati.”
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A Specimen of Old Traditionist Translation:

By the Nights twice five; By the even and odd (contrasted):“By the break of Day
;And by the Night when it passeth away;- Is there (not) in these an adjuration (or
evidence) for those who understand? Seest thou not how thy Lord dealt with the
'‘Ad (people),- Of the (city of) Iram, with lofty pillars, The like of which were not
produced in (all) the land? And with the Thamud (people), who cut out (huge)
rocks in the valley?- And with Pharaoh, lord of stakes? (All) these transgressed
beyond bounds in the lands, and heaped therein mischief (on mischief). Therefore
did thy Lord pour on them a scourge of diverse chastisements: For thy Lord is (as a
Guardian) on a watch-tower. Now, as for man, when his Lord trieth him, giving him
honour and gifts, then saith he, (puffed up), "My Lord hath honoured me." But when
He trieth him, restricting his subsistence fer him, then saith he (in despair), "My
-Lord hath humiliated me!" Nay, nay! but ye honour not the orphans! Nor do ye
encourage one another to feed the poor!- And ye devour inheritance - all with
greed, And ye love wealth with inordinate love! Nay! When the earth is pounded te
powder, And thy Lord cometh, and His angels, rank upon rank, And Hell, that Day,
is brought (face to face),- on that Day will man remember, but how will that
remembrance profit him? He will say: "Ah! Would that | had sent forth (good deeds)
for (this) my (Future) Life!" For, that Day, His Chastisement will be such as none
(else) can inflict, And His bonds will be such as none (other) can bind. (To the
righteous soul will be said:) "O (thou) soul, in (complete) rest and satisfaction!
"Come back thou to thy Lord,- well pieased (thyself), and well-pleasing unto Him!
"Enter thou,then, among My devotees! "Yea, enter thou My Heaven!” (Yousuf Ali)

The Latest Academic and Rational Translation:
Two important points to be noted before we proceed ahead:

1) The word “layil” or Night is used as a metaphor for a dark period as the pre-
Islamic era in Arabia is often symbolized by Quran; and, 2) The word “ashar” or the
so-called “Ten” is not to be taken as a numeral because specific words were not
given to numerals during the time of Prophet Mohammad. The numerals were not
yet introduced in the desert of Arabia. [t was only in 9th century A.D. that Al-Kindi,
an Arab lraqi mathematician with Persian Mathematician, Al-Khwarzmi introduced
numerals in Arabic. So to translate ‘ashar ( /"’ ) as TEN is not acceptable at all as
during the time of the Prophet numbers were represented by Arabic Alphabets, and
not by Arabic words. In the Abjad system, the first letter of the Arabic alphabet, alif,
is used to represent 1; the second letter, ba, is used to represent 2, etc. Individual
letters also represent 10s and 100s: ya for 10, Kaf for 20, gaf for 100, etc.)

“Observe the criminal deviation from the truth (wa al-Fajr — yilg), and the dark
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periaods (layaalin — fLJ) of lack of intimate social environment (‘ashrin - ,iz) anc
the acts of mediation/intercession (al-shafi — éé:.J!), and the hatred and
harassment (al-watri — 5)! And when this darkness spreads out and covers
everything ()...) fa JJJ!S) is there, In such a situation (fi zaalika — R <) a
cause for people of intelligence arid understanding (li-zee hijrin — J;o,_sgj) to get
divided {gasamun — #7) in their assessments/decisions? Haven't you observed as
to how, in identical situation, your Sustainer had dealt with the community of ‘Aad,
the people of Irum having lofty structures, the like of which were not created in
other cities; And Thamud who had carved out huge rocks in the valley; and the
pharaoh, possessor of big armies (Zil-Autaad — sGe¥1 g4) which inflicted tyranny
and oppression in human settlements (taghaou fil bilaad — aMJ! éy.b) and thus
unleashed mischief and unrest therein. Ultimately, your Sustainer let loose upon
them the whip of retribution. Indeed, your Sustainer is ever vigilant in His
monitoring. And as for man, when he is put in trial by his Sustainer by granting
honor and riches, he acknowledges that his Sustainer has honored him. But if he is
tried by limiting his subsistence, he will say his Sustainer has humiliated him. It
shouldn’t be so (kalla — 31)’), It happens to you because you are not generous with
orphans and you do not arrange for the sustenance of the poor; and you devour all
the inheritance from the past because you love the wealth with a boundless greed.
It shouldnt be like this (kallaa — M5") because when the human masses (al-ardhu —
ua Y1) are reduced 1o an even and equal level (dakkati — _,{ 3) altogether : and
your Nounshers attributes (Rabbuka —G,) and His Powers and Authc rity (wa
al-Maiaku — Mlj) are revealed (jaa'a — ;b) one by one/rank upon rank (ko o
). and at that time the real state of Hell is fully exposed (M;my @9 ), soon
that stage man would finally remember/recall all of his past deeds, while that
remembrance woutd be of no avail to him. He will only utter in remorse; “would that
| had sent forth some good ceeds (qaddamtu — .08 ) to sustain this phase of my
life (li-hayaati — kX)) Hence, at that stage, his punishment will not affect
anyone else, and his bondage will not bind anyone other than him. So, O you who
have achieved perfect contentment of your conscious self, you will be asked to
draw closer to your Lord in a state of perfect love and affection on both sides; then
you will join the company of My devoted subjects and thus enter my heaven.”

Important words witi their authentic meanings:

.t < Fa-diim-Ra JAciz6 = cut/divide lengthwise, break open, vent.
mclme/dechne/dewate dawn/sunrise/daybreak, source, abundantly and sudaerl.
ample bounty/generosity, a place from which water flows. Fujoor: immorzii:

iniquity, depravation, debauchery, dissolution.

Ayn-Shiin-Ra /JC = to take away a tenth part, make ten by adding one to nine
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be the tenth. ashrun/asharun (f.), asharatun/ashratun (m.): ten, decade, penod frem
three to ten. After twenty there is no difference between feminine and masculine
ashara - to consort, live with, cultivate one's society, become familiar. ashirun -
companion, ashiratun - kindred, ma'sharun - company, race, multitude, who live in
close communion with (pl. ashair). ‘ashrin: social and familiar intercourse, intimacy,
conversing together, become intimate with one another.

/"" = is accusative masculine noun - Ma'ashra is one of the derivative of it.
Companion, intimate, social, surround, community, background, atmosgheie,
culture

Shiin-Fa-Ayn: CJJ = to make even that which was cdd, make double, pair, make
a thing to be one of the pair, adjoin a thing to its like, provide a thing which was
alone with another, protect, mediate, intercede, be an intercessor. shaf'un - pair.
double. shafa'at - likeness/similarity, intercede or pray for a person

Waw-Ta-Ra: .~ = to suffer loss, defraud, hate, render odd. harass o mischief,
render any one solitary, be single.

Ya-Siin-Ra: ,/(§ = become gentle/tractabie/manageable/easyssubmissive/liberal,
become little in quantity/paltry / no weigh* or worth, come from left, divide into
parts/portions, make easy/smooth, adapt/accommodate, play with gaming arrows
(al maysiri), a game for stakes/wagers involving risk.

Qaf-Siin-Miim: rgu = to divide, dispose, separate, apportion, distribute. Qasamun
- oath. Qismatun - partition, division, dividing, apportionment. Magsumun -
divided/distinct. Mugassimun (vb. 2) - one who takes oath, who apportions.
Qasama (vb. 3) - to swear. Aqsama (vb. 4) - to swear. Tagasama (vb. 6) - to swear
one to another. Mugtasimun (vb. 8) - who divides. Istagsama (vb. 10) - to draw lots.
Tastagsimu - you seek division.

prohlblt ‘access (to a place). To prevent/hlnder/debar/W|thhoId/restram from a
person or thing, prohibit/forbid/inhibit/interdict, to make boundary or enclose a thing,
burn a mark around the eye of a camel or beast, to surround, make a thing unlawful
or unallowable to a person, to be emboldened or encouraged, to slaughter by
cutting the throat. hajar - a rock/stone or mass of rock.

Alif-Ra-Miim: (/! = 1o bite, eat all (the food), destroy the crops, reduce to misery
and wrétchedness. iram - stone set up in the desert, name of the city of the tribe or
'Aad, name of the great father of 'Aad from whom the tribe took |ts name. a mark
made of stones.

Ayn-Miim-Dal: ;r& = to intend, support, place columns or pillars, place lofty
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structure, prop up, resolve, aim, direct, propose, commit (a sin intentionally), lofty
structure, tent, pole, base, chief.

Waw-Ta-Dal : s~ : »st»/= to drive in a stake, fix a stake into the ground, fix a thing
firmly. autaad - stakes, hosts, pegs, chiefs, armies, poles of tents.
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ashirun -companion, ashiratun -kindred, ma'sharun -company, race, multitude,
who live in close communion with )pl. ashair(. ashrin:social and familiar
intercourse, intimacy, conversing together, become intimate with one another.
=/is accusative masculine noun -Ma'ashra is one of the derivative of it.
Companion, intimate, social, surround, community, background, atmosphere,
culture .

Shiin-Fa-Ayn={,_}J:to make even that which was odd, make double, pair,
make a thing to be one of the pair, adjoin a thing to its like, provide a thing which
was alone with another, protect, mediate, intercede, be an intercessor. shaf'un -
pair, double. shafa'at -Iikeness/similarity, intercede or pray for a person.
Waw-Ta-Ra=.=s:to suffer loss, defraud, hate, render odd, harass, do mischief,
render any one solitary, be single.

Ya-Siin-Ra=,J§ :becomegentle/ tractable/ manageable/ easy/ submissive
[liberal, become little in quantity/ paltry / no weight or worth, come from left, divide
into parts/ portions, make easy/smooth, adapt/ accommodate, play with gaming
arrows )al maysiri(, a game for stakes/ wagers involving risk.

Qaf-Siin-Miim= U to divide, dispose, separate, apportion, distribute.
gasamun -oath. qiématun -partition, division, dividing, apportionment. magsumun
-divided/ distinct. mugassimun )vb. 2-(one who takes oath, who apportions.
qasama )vb. 3-(to swear. agsama )vb. 4-(to swear. tagasama )Jvb. 6-(to swear
one to another. mugtasimun Jvb. 8-(who divides. istagsama )vb. 10-(to draw lots.
tastagsimu -you seek division.

Ha-Jiim-Ra=,{~{, :To deprive from, harden, hide, resist, forbid, prevent, hinder,
prohibit access to a place(. To prevent/hinder/debar/withhold restrain from a
person or thing, prohibit/forbid/inhibit/interdict, to make boundary or enclose a
thing, burn a mark around the eye of a camel or beast, to surround, make a thing
unlawful or unallowable to a person, to be emboldened or encouraged, to
slaughter by cutting the throat. hajar -a rock/stone or mass of rock.
Alif-Ra-Miim=¢!:to bite, eat all )the food(, destroy the crops, reduce to misery
and wretchedness. iram -stone set up in the desert, name of the city of the tribe or
'‘Aad, name of the great father of 'Aad from whom the tribe took its name, a mark
made of stones.

Ayn-Miim-Dal= »¢{ :to intend, support, place columns or pillars, place lofty
structure, prop up, resolve, aim, direct, propose, commit )a sin intentionally(, lofty
structure, tent, pole, base, chief.

Waw-Ta-Dal=sts/:ses:to drive in a stake, fix a stake into the ground, fix a thing
firmly. autaad -stakes, hosts, pegs, chiefs, armies, poles of tents.
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Fa-Jiim-Ra =,¢ Jcut/ divide lengthwise, break open, vent
incline/ decline/ deviate, dawn/ sunrise/ daybreak, source, abundantly and
suddeniy, ample bounty, generosity, a place from which water flows. Fujoor:
Immorality, iniquity, depravation, debauchery, dissolution.
Ayn-Shiin-Ra =, /{ to take away a tenth part, make ten by adding one to nine,
be the tenth ashrun/asharun )f.(, asharatun/ ashratun )m.:(ten, decade, period

from three to ten. After twenty there is no difference between feminine and
masculine. ashara ~to consort, live with, cultivate one's society, become familiar.
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